
A House History 
38 Union Street 

The exact date of  construction of  the house at 38 Union Street has not yet been 
determined, but we do know that the house was built prior to 1834 when it appears 
on the Walling Map of  Nantucket. Its fine Federal style details and its Typical 
Nantucket House plan suggest a date in the first quarter of  the nineteenth century. 

The earliest known owner is Elizabeth Pinkham (born Elizabeth or Eliza 
Chadwick, 1791-1862). Her ownership of  38 Union Street is documented on the 
1858 Map of  Nantucket where her name appears. Elizabeth was married to 
Captain Stephen Pinkham (1789-1821), a successful whaling captain who died in 
Havana, Cuba while at sea at age 31. A dream Pinkham had before his death was 
reprinted in the Inquirer soon after his death (see attached).  A locket thought to be 
Stephen Pinkham is in the collection of  the NHA.  

Elizabeth and Stephen married on December 12, 1816. Their only child, Albert 
Pinkham, was born in 1818. Albert was only three years old when his father died.  
A sailmaker, Albert’s life was also cut short. He died single, of  consumption, on 
Nantucket at the age of  23 in 1841.  

The Pinkhams may have purchased the house or more likely constructed a new 
house about the time of  their marriage.  Stephen’s father, Shubael Pinkham, died 
in 1811 and Stephen as the eldest and only son, may have inherited funds for a 
house. Elizabeth appears to have become the official owner of  the property when 
her father, David Chadwick, died in 1833 and she inherited “her widow’s estate.”  
This may suggest the house was built on Chadwick land (a common practice for a 
father to provide property for his daughter) but still held by David Chadwick at the 
time of  his death.   

By 1839, the widow Elizabeth was renting out rooms at 38 Union Street. A 
classified ad in the Inquirer and Mirror dated May 29 and June 8, 1839 reads: “Two 
or three steady boarders can be accommodated at Elizabeth Pinkham’s, Union 
Street.”  

After Elizabeth’s death, 38 Union Street was offered for sale or rent, and in 1865 
was “calculated for two families,” and later (1868 through 1870) describe as having 
eleven rooms. By 1915, the house was rented as a 7-room apartment building.  



!  

A locket of Captain Stephen Pinkham, in the collection of the Nantucket Historical Association 

!  

A section of the 1834 Map of Nantucket 



!  

A section of the 1858 Map of Nantucket showing 38 Union Street (Eliza Pinkham)


